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SUBJECT: NEXT STEPS IN ABORTION LAW CONTROVERSY 
REF: A) USBERLIN 361 B) BONN 3366 

DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES USBER'S THOUGHTFUL PRESENTATION 
OF PRACTICAL AND THEORETICAL ASPECTS OF ABORTION 
LAW CONTROVERSY IN WAKE OF KARLSRUHE DECISION 
(REFTEL A.) WE AGREE (PARA 6 REF A) THAT WE HAVE GAINED 
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SOME 0REATHING SPACE AND THAT IT SHOULD BE POSSIBLE 
AT LEAST FOR SHORT TIME SIMPLY TO AWAIT WHAT THE 
FRG AND FRENCH MIGHT SEEK TO WORK OUT AS COMPROMISE 
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OLUTION. WE ALSO AGREE THAT IT WILL BE NECESSARY 
TO MAINTAIN CONTINUING CONTACT WITH THE SENAT ON THIS 
ISSUE TO REDUCE LIKELIHOOD THAT IT MIGHT CREATE PUBLIC 
CRISIS, WHERE NONE NEED EXIST. IT MIGHT ALSO BE GOOD 
IDEA FOR BOTH EMBASSY AND MISSION TO CONTINUE LOW LEVEL 
DIALOGUE WITH FRENCH IN WHICH WE SEEK TO WIN SOME 
DEGREE OF FRENCH UNDERSTANDING FOR GERMAN NEED TO 
ADOPT SOME SORT OF PROCEEDURE FOR DEALING WITH THIS 
CASE AND FUTURE SIMILAR CASES (E.G. MITBESTIMMUNG) 

WHICH ARE VERY LIKELY TO ARISE. KISSINGER 
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